GERMS OF THOUGHT.                  101
" Nor is it whether Jesus Christ performed the miracles ascribed to him in the New Testament. I shall hereafter allude to the doubts which are felt by many excellent Christians on this point; but, for my own part, I cannot avoid the conclusion that the miracles related in the Gospels were actually wrought by Jesus. Without being blind to the difficulties of the subject;, I receive this view, according to rny best knowledge and understanding, on the evidence presented, and in this belief I am joined by a large number of those, against whom your charge of infidelity is alleged, among ourselves.
"Neither does the question I am about to consider relate to any philosophical explanation of the miracles of Christ. I believe that he gave health to the sick, sight to the blind, and life to the dead; and my explanation of these facts is that presented in the New Testament."
The error he combats is opposed on several grounds: 1. As being bold, extravagant, and novel. 2. As being contrary to the clear and express teachings of the Scriptures, both of the Old and the New Testament. 3. As being incompatible with precise directions to scrutinize and reject miraculous claims when put forward by false prophets. 4. The doctrine that mira-A. P. Peabody, Orvi
